
 

DECEmBER STUDENTS OF THE MONTH: 
We are proud to announce The Students of the Month have been selected 
for December 2023.  They are: 
 

Freshman – Samara Weinstein 
Sophomore – Delilah Updale 

Junior –  Cristian Fama 
Senior – Celeste Cruz 

 
The above students have met the following Criteria: 
1. Must meet high academic standards in class. 
2. Exhibit positive character and influence on class/school, dignity, respect,                                                  
trustworthiness, responsibility, caring, and citizenship. 
3. No unexcused lates of any kind for the month. 
4. No discipline referrals in the last month. 
Congratulations to all of you! 
 
 

 

 

 

On December 7th, MTHS Wind Ensemble performed a concert along with the Rutgers University 
Symphonic Winds. This event was held in the Nicholas Music Center on the campus of Rutgers 
University in New Brunswick.  

Wind ensemble 



AVID 11 Elective Class 

Students in Mrs. Holmes AVID 11 class applied W,I,C,O,R strategies (writing, inquiry, collaboration, organ-
ization and reading) to compete in a festive performance assessment. Students were placed into teams of 
two for their task to collectively build and write about a "Winter Home for Holmes". Students worked as a 
team to create this house and were judged by their guidance counselors. By utilizing AVID techniques and 
strategies for this performance assessment, the students learned the importance of enhancing their 
knowledge and skills with 21st Century team building experiences.    

 The winners of the best "Winter" home for Holmes were:  

• Overall winner: "Pinkalicious" by Avery Lipton, Hannah Cascio and Stevie Albert 

• Best Story: "Caesars's Palace" by Joshua Shumsky and Jacob Moskowitz 

• Honor mentions: "House of MacBeth" by Justin Volkmann and Cameron Massy / "Party House" by Ava 
Fahy and Shethra Grende / "Elf BnB" by Lia Palella and Stephen Barbera 



 

Over two decades ago, a small group of activists in Poland initiated a 24-hour letter-writing marathon 
in observance of Human Rights Day (Dec 10th). This concept evolved into what is now globally recognized as 
'Write for Rights,' the largest human rights event in the world. 

On December 5, 2023, the Amnesty International chapter at Monroe Township High School hosted a 
Write for Rights event. Numerous students gathered to compose letters advocating for human rights, ad-
dressing them to both local and international governments. The club focused on cases involving victims who 
had been unjustly killed for opposing corruption, individuals subjected to flawed legal proceedings, and 
groups fighting to protect ancestral lands. 

In total, Monroe Township's Amnesty International successfully drafted and sent out over 250 letters 
during the event. 

Amnesty international 



Paws for cause 



Paws for cause cont’d 



Cherry Hill VEX Robotics Competition  

 
On Dec 9th, 2023, three Robotics teams from MTHS participated in the first 
competition of the season at Cherry Hill East High School. 

 

Team Monroe Alchemy (96138A), Monroe Magnetic 
(96138B) and Monroe Catalysts (96138C) competed 
along with 20 other teams  
 
Team A and C made it to the Quarterfinals.  
 

Team photo with the robots, trophy and advisor Mrs. Vanitha Gaurishanker 
 
 

Team A’s alliance with a team from Delaware    
continued and after a well fought final (match had 
to be replayed due to technical reasons), won with 
a final score of 105-88.  

Winning Alliance teams - 

Monroe Alchemy  & BrandywineBOTS: Harold  

Pictures of the winning robot and the trophy 
(first time Tournament Champions!!!) 
 

Thank you to all at the district and parents for all their support.  

 
We are hosting 2 regional VEX Robotics tournaments (Jan 27 and Feb 17) at MTHS.  

Please reach out to Mrs. Vanitha Gaurishanker vgaurish@monroe.k12.nj.us if you or anyone 
you know is interested to volunteer at the event  

 

mailto:vgaurish@monroe.k12.nj.us


Sugar Rush VRC Signature Event  

Hershey, PA Dec 15 & 16, 2023 

 

Continuing the fantastic start to the season, Team A Monroe Alchemy (96138A) participated in their 
maiden Signature Event* - Sugar Rush at Hershey, PA.  

 

80 teams from across the country participated in this national level tournament.  

 

robotics club  cont’d 

https://www.robotevents.com/robot-competitions/vex-robotics-competition/RE-VRC-23-1486.html#awards


A great learning experience and take away for the team was impressing the judges by clearly articu-
lating the process of engineering the robot over the past few months to be awarded the CREATE 
Award - presented to the team with the most creative engineering process showing an ambitious and 
creative approach to game play. Video Announcement | Receiving Award on Stage 

 

robotics club cont’d 

*Signature Events give students the opportunity to play at a “World Class” tournament that provides a special and unique 
team experience. Signature Events have a level of technical expertise, production value, and overall event quality that is 
above and beyond that of a standard tournament. 
 

https://youtube.com/clip/Ugkx4x_GGndBfL3AFW09F8-y2ddOtSnvHQfl?si=5o4_eMOkOaqdi2cI
https://youtube.com/clip/UgkxqlEcCaG_A0qYsjkC8vzR6cKWnett8izm?si=06UfCMnTxwPYxwMA


MTHS Engineering Design and Development (EDD) Honors Capstone Class 

Half  Year Presentations (2023-24) 

 

Alumni students pursuing engineering degrees at prestigious universities like Carnegie 
Mellon, Georgia Tech, Northeastern, Purdue and Virginia Tech  came back to listen to trial 
presentations and give constructive feedback.  
 

Students used their comments to make changes to their projects, such as refining the pro-
ject focus, working on their presentational skills, and improving the overall presentation. 
This was a great learning experience, as it allowed them to get valuable insight from people 
who had already gone through the same course while studying at MTHS. 
 

This geared them to be ready for the actual mid-year professional presentations on Dec 21. 
 

The official half year presenta-
tion for our Engineering Design 
and Development class held on 
Dec.21 was a great success. 

The first step in preparing for the 
presentation was to conduct a trial                       
run. 



We are very proud of all of our students and their accomplishments! 

We are very appreciative of  the 
district and school administra-
tors (Dr. Layman, Dr. Higgins 
& Mr. Morolda) who took time 
out of  their busy schedules to 
attend a few of  the 6 team 
presentations and show their 
support.  

The problem topics addressed by the students: 
 

Disability Assistance - “The Scoop” 

• Windshield Defrosters 

• Recycling the Idea of  Recycling 

• Solar Savers 

• Anti-smash and grab theft 

• Smart Sip 
 
 
 
 
 

The students did their mid-year justification presentation in front of  district administrators,     
professional engineers from JAKTOOL (a company that makes prototypes for a living, something that our 
students aim to do over the course of  the year-long capstone course) and alumni students from Georgia Tech and 
Purdue Universities.  
 
The next steps in the design process of  EDD projects is to work on designing and creating a 
working prototype to solve their choice of  problem. They will showcase their prototype and    
present their solution at the year end presentations and the annual STEM / PLTW Night in    
June, 2024. 
 

e.e.d. cont’d 


